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Dinner is Served—
Carnivore Style!
b y  K e l l y  B u r n s ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
W o l f  C e n t e r  I n t e r n

Does everyone in your house 
help out at mealtime? A
whole wolf pack usually gets

involved with big meals, too. Most of
the time, the meal wolves eat is meat.
Wolves are called carnivores, because
they eat meat such as deer or moose.
A predator must hunt for its food,
which is called prey—so when a 
wolf goes out hunting, that’s its way
of preparing for a meal. 

A lot of hard
work is involved
in a hunt before
any eating takes
place. A wolf gets
more energy from
food in return for
the energy it uses
when it kills a moose, but it’s
dangerous for a wolf pack to hunt
something so much bigger than itself.
Sometimes the prey is just too strong
or quick, and gets away from the pack.

A wolf can eat 25 percent of it’s
weight at one meal. Most wolves
weigh about 80 pounds. Of course,
these numbers will depend on the
age of the wolf, the pack size, or the

Ly
nn

 a
nd

 D
on

na
 R

og
er

s

A wolf can eat 25 percent of its weight at one meal.
Most wolves weigh about 80 pounds, and can
usually take in 20 pounds of meat in one meal.

Fun Fact:  
Wolves have a hunting
success rate of about 
5-25 percent. That 

would be like going to
the refrigerator 10

times and only finding
food there two times!

Enjoy four seasons of fun at 
Northland Lodge!

Northland Lodge offers 
you the privacy, beauty and 

seclusion you dream of! 
We provide a fishermens paradise in a 

family setting with deluxe log lakehomes, two person

whirlpools, fireplaces, groomed sand beach, 

screened decks and free children’s activities.     

Located on fabulous Leech Lake in north central

Minnesota, come to enjoy miles of skiing 

or snowmobile trails, biking, area museums and 

history centers, golf—or to just sit and read a book!

Visit us at beautiful Northland Lodge
“A place where time is measured in memories, not minutes”

Warren and Linda Anderson

Northland Lodge
Walker, Minnesota 

1-800-247-1719
andersonsleech-lake.com

“A 
touch of 

class in the
Northwoods”
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Estimated pounds Divided Average weight Equals: Number of animals 
of meat for by: of animal: wolf would have to   
one year: eat in one year:

1,800 pounds ÷ Snowshoe Hare  3 pounds =

1,800 pounds ÷ Beaver  40 pounds =

1,800 pounds ÷ Deer  100 pounds =

1,800 pounds ÷ Moose  800 pounds =
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For 18 Years, America’s Top Dogsled Trips Program
Directed by Arctic Adventurer Paul Schurke

For info: (218) 365-6602
For color brochure: 1-800-584-9425

Dogsled Lodge 
1101 Ring Rock Road • Ely, MN 55731

Mush Your Own Team

Dogsled
Vacations

• 3 & 4 night Lodge-to-Lodge Dogsled Tours
• Boundary Waters Dogsled Camping Trips

• For all ages, no gear or skills needed
• Friendly, pure-bred Canadian Eskimo Dogs

Plus Arctic 
Adventures 

with 
Paul Schurke 

time of year,
but roughly
translated,
that’s like a
100-pound
p e r s o n
ordering 80
q u a r t e r -
p o u n d e r s
and eating
them in one
sitting!

Scientists estimate that a wolf
would eat about 1,800 pounds of
food in a year. Most of this would be
meat from animals that would have
to be hunted. Using the chart at right
with animal weights, see how many
animals would be eaten in one year.

Try it on 
for size.

If you were a wolf how
much could you eat 

at one sitting?

(your weight) __________

Multiply by .25  

= __________ 
what you could eat 

at one time as a wolf!

Think About this:
Be a researcher! Use an encyclopedia
or  the Internet  to  answer the
following questions:

?Do you think a wolf would eat
only one kind of animal all year

long? Why not?

?If three moose would provide a
wolf with more than enough

pounds of meat for the year, why
doesn’t a wolf just catch three and eat
them for the rest of the year?

?Can you name some scavenges
and decomposers who would

share a wolf’s meal?

Fill in this Chart
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